ATLETTER itrom a Friend, 


A Perſon of Quality: In Anſwer to A Letter from 4 Perſon of 
Quality, To his Friend; about Abborrers and Adareſſers. 


My Lord, 
OR that's the Style I ſhall preſume to treat 
the Unknown [| Perſon of Quality ] in, to 
whom This Letter is Addreſ9d. 

Yours of the 24th. paſt, in Anſwer to mine of 
Fan. 6, I have had the honour to receive : wherein 
you are pleas'd to Eſpouſe the Aſſociation, and Ig- 
norams Furies , as if they were your own Projett, 
and. your own Creatures ;, Not troubling your head 
bout the Fooliſh Scruples that I begg?d your Ad- 
vice upon ; To wit, [_7 he fear of loſing the Repu- 
ration of a Loyal Subjeft , and a Good Son of the 
Church ;] Thoſe Two Points being manifeſtly the 
teaſt part of your Noble Care throughout the 
whole Paper. 

\ . Your Lordſhip Profeſſes [ Plainneſs and Freedom 
zn your Reply ; —mithout Flattery:] and you Ac- 
quit your ſelf to Admiration ; for the Engliſh No- 
bility, Gentry, and Clergy were never made ſo ma- 
ny Drunken Sotts, Brainleſs Coxcombes, Raſcals, and 
Hypocrites, in ſuch a way of Openneſs and Liberty, 
and under fo. little Caution of Ceremony and Re- 
ſpeft, as in this Plain, Free Letter of your Lord- 
ſi 's. And all, [| according to the Rule of the A- 
pole, ] you ſay, [| Lee Every man ſpeak Truth to 
his Neighbour :] which wants onely the ſubjoyning 
of Another Text [ Not uſing your Liberty for a 
Cloak, of Maliciouſneſs. ] | 
 . That which follows looks like a flip of your 
' . Lordſhip's Pen: when in ſaying that [ your Gentle- 

' auen of Quality and Eſtate GENERALLY go Theſe 
High-ways,] you Acknowledge the 24ajority of men 
of Value, and Condition to be Againſt you: . And 
yet (under favour) in your Foxrth Column, you 
make [_ The Wiſeſt, Wealthieſt, and men of Beſt Re- 
pate inthe City of London 7} to be on the other ſide ; 
For which Preference, many, More, Eminent Citi- 
zens than Thoſe there in Queſtion, will Con your 
Lordſhip little thank. And then the Expreſſion of 
Theſe High (you mean, Theſe Arbitrary ) Ways, 
ſounds a little Harſh, in the Caſe of Proteſting a- 
gainſt Downright Treaſon, as if it were a leſs Crime 
to Aſſociate in a Conſpiracy to Depoſe the King, than 
"0 joys In a reſolution to Defend him. 

Your Lordſhip proceeds, after This, to a Dif- 
tribution of Theſe men of Quality; Firſt, [ Into 
Secret, or Church-Papiſts ] at which rate, without 
P.oving, or Diſproving , your Honour may make 
een as many Papiſts as you pleaſe. But it is to be 
Noted, that onely our ſecret Republicans have had 
the Inck to diſcover Theſe ſame Secret Papiſts. 

Your Second Diviſion, my Lord, 1s into thoſe 
that [ Gape after Honours and Court- Preferments, ] 
which is a Reproch of the ſame Latitude with the 
Other : But it is much better ”=_ to ſerve the Go- 
verniment upon a Proſpe& of Intereſt or Hope of 
Reward , (which is the very worlt of the Caſe) 
than upon a Pique, for a Diſgrace or Diſappoint- 
ment, to break out into Tranſports of alice and 
Revenge 4rainſt it , Of which we have had many 
Inſtances, to which your Lordſhip cannot be alto- 
gether a Stranger. ; ; 

Your Third ſort, My Lord, is of [ Thoſe that 
Enflave themſelves, for the Saving or Gaining of an 
Office or Commiſſion #n their Country, ] which at the 


| moſt comes but to This, That ſome would hozeſtly 


maintain the Power and Intereſt that they have gorr, 
while Others are at work, by Treacherouws and Un- 
lawfull means to Recover the Uſurped Power that 
they have loſ. 

Your Lordſhip is now pleaſed to Conclude with 
Thoſe that are [Corrupted by a Vile and Sordid E- 
ducation under the Clergy ] which reliſhes rather of 
the Soul of an Agitatour than of a Peer; for here 
are 1'wo Thirds of the Three Eftates ſtruck. off and 
blaſted already, and there wants but One ſtep more 
to bring all toa Level ; And That Point comes on 
now In courſe. | SY 

You tell the world, my Lord, that [ The Yeo- 
man 4nd_Plain Country-man hath kept his Senſes, 
when the greateſt part of the Nobility and Gentry 
have loſt theirs.) The Good Gentleman at the Old- 
Baily, on the Night of Triumph, and The Little 
Fygar Levite , when they wav'd their Hats and 
Cry'd, Shout , Shout Boys , to the Rabble, could 
have done no more Thenmſclyes than this comes to : 
But for a Perſon of Quality to ſet up Clouted Shoes 
for the Oracles of Law and Government, turn the 
Nobility and Gentry to School in Bedlam, and Repro- 
bate the very Religion of the Church of England, as. 
well as the © 756. all in a breath; is to-out- 
doe. the werft of men, and of Tunes; to Introduce 
New Articles of Faith, and of State; and, in Effect, 
an Appeal from the Privy-Council to the Bear-Gar- 
den. What, with Submiilion, could a Maſſianells 
or a Wat Tyler have ſaid more? Wherefore be 
pleaſed, my Lord, to recall your Terrible Sentence 
upon ( the [ Gererality, ] &c. which are no leſs 
than ) the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Com- 
1:0ns aſſembled in Parliament , and allow them to 
be men that go Soberly and Temperately about 
their buſineſs. 

(. Are there any ſo Blind ( you ſay ) as net to ſee 
bow our Church-men repent their Departing from 
Rome, and Long to be there again? } Your Lord- 
ſhip muſt have better Eyes than your Neighbours 
to diſcover this ; but it 1s a Notion Calculated for 
thoſe that ſee nothing at all; and a kind of St. An- 
thony*s Fire thats enough to Infe(t the whole Maſs 
of the Nation with Schiſmarical Scabs and Tetters. 

Your Lordſhip's Zeal, in the next place, for the 
Proteſtant Religion, muſt not be forgotten. [| Whar 
ſhall! we doe for our Siſter that hath no Breaſts ? ] 
( Whitlock*s Memor. P. 671.) Nor your Notable ' 
Remargque, that [ without Univerſiy- Learning none 
can Imagin how it ſhould be preſerved under a Popiſh 
Prince, that chuſes Popiſh Biſhops, and under a King 
that favours That Popiſh Choice. ] 

As for Univerſity- Learning , 1t may doe much, 
"tis True, toward the maintaining of a Paradox ; 
but the Sophiſtry of a Cloſe Committee is able to p 
Cambridge and Oxford in a Bags, and Prove the veſt 
Reformed Church upon the face of the Earth to bs 
Flat Popery. Happy are they, my Lord, that have 
been brought up at the feet of theſe Gamaliels : 
But Popery muſt down at laſt, under what ſhape 
ſoever ; and then there*s no more to be done, but 
whatfoever your Lordſhip has a mind to pur down, 
to call it Popery. And, at any rate, Delenda eft 


| Carthago. 


A Your 


LVit 


G2] 


Your Lordſhip's following Queve is a very Bitter 


one..(but under .a miſtaken Charater) [Coxſider. 
how long the Diſſolute and Drunken Part of our No- - 


bility and Gentry will hold out as Confeſſors for the 
Proteſtant Church of England ? ] Sqme Grains of 
Abatement, Good my Lord, for the weakneſſes of 
Fleſh and Blood «- Or however, Caſt in Treaſon, Sa- 


crilege, Perjury, Murther, Oppreſſion into the other 


Scale. Set. the Tranſlation of PEſcole des Filles, 
againſt a Glaſs to the Beſt in Chriſtendom, A Bottle 
Extraordinary to the Confuſion of his Royal Highneſs, 
againſt Another to his Health; And in halfa word, 
The Pratice of all MartiaPs Bawdery, againſt the 
Crime of Underſtandins it. Upon this whole mat- 
ter, My Lord, you will need no Expoſitour. 

Your Lordſhip is now pleaſed ro Refle&t upon 
[the Steadineſs of Theſe Worthy Gentlemen : (for 
MEN WORTHY I preſume) He that's Sready 
to-what*s Uppermoſt, is as Steady, in One Reſpect, 
as He that ſtands firm to his Honour, and his Duty, 
is Steady in Another : And your Lordſhip's Letter 


ſhews you too much a Srateſmar, not to make Thrs 


Per fwafion an Article of your Creed. 

'Yeudo well, my Lord, to drive the Nail of Popery 
home to the head; and thereupon you ſay, That 
[.4 Popiſh Prince need but to order bis Lords Lieu- 
tenants and Sheriffs to furniſh Military Furies, that 
ſhall believe Iriſh Evidence, to Hang any man he has a 
mind "to that was too buſie in the Proteſtant Cauſe ; 
E ſpecially if the Lord Lieutenant take 4 Governour out 
of the Univerſity. ] Your Lordſhip, under Cor- 
re&ion, has mede another Falſe ſtep here; In diſ- 
covering, that Your Proteſtants are againſt Our Uni- 
verſities ; And that your main Battery ſtrikes upon 
the Chief Supporters, and Adminiſtrators of the Go- 
vernment.; but yer ſetting the Contemplation of 
Furies , that may, Poſſibly, Hang at Pleaſure ; a- 
gainſt Orher True Proteſtant Furies that do Certainly 
| Fave at Pleaſure ;, your Lordſhip might put into 
your Eyewhatyou have gotten by This Suppoſiti- 
on, and ſee neyer the worſe : For we are not now 
to Learn, that your Amſterdam, Queens Arms, 
and Nagg*s-Head Furies, will doe Wonders. 

Your Lordſhip perhaps would have ſpar'd the 
Triſh Eviderce, but for want of a Friend at your El- 
bow to mind you who they were that firff brought them 
over :;, What inſtance was uſed for a Pardon for a 
man of Ouality without a Name ;, and a Blank War- 
rant fer an Unknown Perſon of Undoubted Credit , 
to Prove the Plot : And This man of Credit 
found, at laſt, upon further Information, to have 
my a hand in a matter of Fifry or Sixty Mur- 
thers. 

I ſhall fay little, My Lord, to your ſevere Ani- 
madverſion upon the Adareſſers, in the next Clauſe, 
onely I wiſh you had not Charg'd His Majcſty with 
Abandoning his People in their greateſt Diſtreſſes, in 
the ſame Period. [The Fudge that bron: ht up the 
Addreſs from Hereford, falls next in your way. *T is 
Baron Gregory that you ſpeak of ; AndI fhall onely 
Refer your Honour to Colonel Birch for his Fuſt ifica- 
ron. Mr. Saurders alſo lies under the Laſh for 
Acting contrary to Law; but it is not ſaid contrary 
to What [.aw, | 

Your Lordſhip ſpeaks of [the Aſſociation, as a 
»an of Straw, ſet up to Fight againſt ;, And of Addreſ- 
fes going round the Nation to Oppoſe it.J Firſt : The 


Proof, where It was found, clears it to be no Impe- | 


ftre in the Fingers of it. Secondly, The ſetting 


| up of a New Scheme of Government is a Great deaj 


more, under favour, than the ſerting up a may of 
Straw ;, according to your Lordſhip's Pleaſant Aj. 
Iuſfion. And thirdly, as to going round with the 
Aaadreſſes, What can be more Reaſonable than tg 


Encounter an Oath of Conſpiracy with a Band of 4: 


legeance? But [ This 4s to perſmade the People (I 
Find) that there's a Proteſtant Plot : ] And (by your 
Lordſhip's leave) The Orher is to Caſt a Aſt be. 
fore their Eyes, that they ſhould not Diſcer the 
Rebellious Aſſociation to be a Phanatical One. There's. 
a Scandal alſo upon [_ the Proceedings Publiſh'd by 
Authority] but nothing ſaid either : Sd Or what. 
It isurg*d farther that [zerther the Fudges nor the 
Fury could think,_the E. of Sh. Guilty.) The Fudpes 
ſpeak for themſelves, intheir Charge : And Gu; ty 
or Not Guilty, was not the Queſtion before the 
Grand Fury. Astothe ſaid Earl's being a Stareſ- 
an, his Lordſhip has in all Times, and by all Pee- 
ple, been Reputed One; And I have Nothing to 
Oppoſe, either to his Lordſhip?s Ab:lities or Inne- 
cence; but yet the Criminating of W ztneſſes, does 
not at all Evince the Integrity of the Perſon Accus'd; 
for it many times falls our, that Men of Honour 
could ſpeak to the ſame Purpoſes if they would : 


| but there are Certain Tenderneſſes, in the Conkh- 


dence of Hoſpitality, and Converſation, that men 
will not depart from, but upon Terms of the Grea- 
zeſt Neceſſity. 

The Calumnies of the next Paragraph, [upon 
Mr. Gwin's Forcing my Lord's Houſe ;, and his, and 
Mr. Blathwait*s Refuſing my Lord, and his Agents, 
a Liſt of the Papers they took ] are Expoſed oyer 
and over already, and Every Step of the procee- 
ding made out beyond contradiction. 

A Good part of what remains, is, an Expoſtuls- 
tory Invettive againſt Mr. Saxnders; And onely a 
Ventilation of Popnlar Amuſements, without Citing 
any Authority, or laying any Foundation |_ ſhall « 
Grand-Fury find 4 Bill upon the Oath of Villains that 
ſwear Improbabilities ? ] Give me leave now to put 
it the Other way : Shall a Grand-Fury refuſe to Find 
a Bill, upon thoſe Circumſtances, when, if That Impro- 


bability ſhould prove a Truth, the King's Life i lſt 


-4 ? And yet again, My Lord, Ir ſeems to bea 
laufible Queſtion, put afterward, to, Mr. Saunders. 
[ How far this Aſſociation , taking the Matter of it , 
and the Finding of it in my Lords Study, for Gran- 
red, can be Imputable to the Earl of Shaftsbury ? ] 
It is utterly Impoſſible, My Lord, to Anſwer This 
Queſtion ; becauſe the Grand-Fury Stifled the Pre- 
ſentment, before it could be known, whether it wouls 
Aﬀett my Lord, or not. 

Your Lordſhip does kindly however in taking no- 
tice that Mr. Saunders is to be Recorded inthe Paper- 


Office, and Lodg*d among the Heroes of the Age; as 


Sequeſtrators,” Decimators, Committee-men ; Mr. Bax- 
ter's Saints ;, Noble Peers, and True Proteſtants with- 
out Number, that ſtand Regiſtred there among the 
MEN WORTHY. 

I am now coming, My Lord, to the Cloſe of your 
Letter ; where you ſay [. If you have patience but 4 
while; The Wicked that thus Proſper ; their place (hall 
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know them no more. ] I do moſt humbly beg your 7 


Lordſhip's Interpretation of this Paſſage, whether 2% 
it be intended as a Denunciation, a Prediction, or 


A Friendly Caution ;, And whether this Great work 
is to be done by Fire and Brimftone, a Maſſacre, 01 
a Kebellion ? 
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